CARLTON

KEIGHLEY
03 September 2026

Dear Parent/Carers,

HT1- Standards Academic Year 26-27

We hope you all had a safe, happy and restful summer holiday; we have been delighted to welcome
our students back to school this week. | wanted to thank our community for their continued support
in ensuring our young people return positively and make excellent progress this year at Carlton
Keighley. Over the summer we had the pleasure of seeing the resilience and ambition of our Year 11
cohort pay off as they received our best exam results ever. We were so proud to see so many
students achieve their potential and progress on to their next steps.

Going into a new school year, it is important to reaffirm our commitment to high standards in order
to achieve our school mission of “Excellence for all”. As noted by Ofsted, behaviour in school is
excellent and classrooms and social spaces are purposeful, calm and orderly. This culture of good
behaviour is maintained through a very clear set of school rules which support our school’s core
values of ambition, resilience and respect.

As families, you rightly expect us to provide disruption-free, high-quality education, and keep your
child safe in school; I'd like to take this opportunity to highlight a few key standards and
expectations we are focusing on this half term. By sending your child to Carlton Keighley you are
agreeing to support us in upholding these clear and consistent expectations which benefits your
child and all pupils.

Ready to Learn - School Uniform:

School uniforms play a key role in creating a positive and inclusive culture for young people. It
promotes a sense of belonging, equality, and pride in their school community, helping to remove
distractions and reduce peer pressure around clothing. Uniform also encourages self-discipline and
high standards, setting the tone for learning and preparing students for future expectations in the
workplace and beyond. Below are our uniform reminders:

e Make-up should be minimal, with no false eyelashes, acrylic nails, unnatural hair colours, or
shaved patterns/lines in hair or eyebrows.

e Students must wear full school uniform every day, including proper school shoes and
trousers; trainers, leggings or jeans are not permitted. Skirts must be knee-length.

e Jewellery is limited to a watch and one pair of plain studs; other items will be confiscated
and returned at the end of the week.

e Chewing gum, sweets or energy drinks are all banned items in school and are not permitted
on school sites.

Students in breach of these expectations will receive a 40-minute detention or be placed in the
Lesson Removal Room until issues are resolved. Every attempt is made through our pastoral teams
support by providing uniform items to students in order to support families. Parents will be
contacted in the morning in order to rectify any concerns ensuring students can return to
mainstream learning promptly.
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Banned Items - Mobile Phones:

We outlined last year the changes to our mobile phone policy in line with the Department of
Education guidance and we wish to remind families of this. This statutory obligation forms the
foundation of our mobile phone policy at Carlton Keighley, which is outlined in both our Behaviour
Policy and handbooks.

To support students being ambitious in their learning and remove distractions in school, alongside
supporting student safety and wellbeing: phones, earphones, smart watches or any electrical device
should not be seen, heard or attempted to be used by students anywhere on school site. This
includes anywhere on the school site inside the gates at the start and end of the school day.

In order to support us with this we expect families to make contact through school to deliver
messages where required, or make prearrangements to collect students without the need for a
mobile phone.

Confiscated items will be immediately taken to reception and placed in the school safe; it can then
be collected by an appropriate adult. If items are confiscated on a Monday - Wednesday they can be
collected on the Friday of that week. If an item is confiscated on Thursday or Friday the item can
then be collected the next week on the following Friday.

Routines for Drop-Off and Collection & Car Parking:

As the school becomes increasingly popular, the site is becoming increasingly busy at pick-up and
drop-off times. In order to ensure the site remains safe for students and staff during these times,
please can | remind parents that the drive which runs from the top to the bottom car park should
not be obstructed and is not to be used for parking. It is also important that we make due
consideration for students and colleagues at Beechcliffe Special School, with whom we share our
site, and respect to local residents by avoiding parking in restricted areas such as on double-yellow
lines and avoiding blocking access points and driveways. Please continue to treat other families/
carers, academy staff and members of the local community with respect at all times.

Communication with school:

The best time to call and speak with a Head of Year is between 8:30-9:20am, or after the school day
from 3:20-4.00pm either by phone or email. However, please note that all staff are very busy during
the school day, but we aim to respond to calls and messages within the same week they are
received. If you come to school without an appointment or prior arrangement, we may not be able
to meet with you until the end of the day. If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to email the
relevant member of staff as well as keeping up to date with your child's behaviour, attendance and
progress via the school app. We aim to reply to emails and phone calls within a reasonable time
scale, but please be patient as immediate responses are not always possible.

Thank you for your continued support. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact
me.

Kind regards,

Mr Beesley
Assistant Principal for Behaviour and Culture
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