
 

 

 
 
 

08 September 2026 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Free School Meals for Families Receiving Universal Credit. 
 
We would like to make parents and carers aware of an important change to Free School 
Meal eligibility in England.  
 
From September 2026, the Government has expanded the Free School Meals scheme so 
that all children whose parents or carers receive Universal Credit may be eligible for Free 
School Meals, regardless of household earnings.  
Alongside saving families potentially up to £495 per year, per child on school lunches, access 
to a nutritious meal during the school day can support your child with concentration and 
learning in the classroom, physical health and development, and your child’s overall well-
being. 
 
What You Need to Do: 
Even if you receive Universal Credit, Free School Meals are not awarded automatically. 
Parents and carers must submit an application so that eligibility can be checked and 
approved. 
 
If you think your child may be eligible, we encourage you to apply as soon as possible. You 
can this by following the information on this page Free School Meals | Bradford 
Council.  Due to changes in the system, we would encourage all parents who believe they 
are eligible to complete this form, even if they think they are already in receipt of FSM.  
 
Please note that, due the high volume of applications being received to Bradford Council, it 
is taking longer than usual for Bradford Council to process requests and notify schools of 
eligible families. Until we receive confirmation of your child's eligibility from Bradford 
Council, we will be unable to activate their Free School Meals entitlement. Our team checks 
the eligibility portal daily and updates student accounts as soon as new information 
becomes available. 
 
In the meantime, until we receive confirmation from Bradford Council, your child will need 
to either purchase meals at school or bring a packed lunch from home. 
We appreciate your patience and understanding during this time. 
 
Kind regards, 
Mr M Turvey 
Head of School 

https://www.bradford.gov.uk/benefits/applying-for-benefits/free-school-meals/
https://www.bradford.gov.uk/benefits/applying-for-benefits/free-school-meals/

