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Dear Parent/Carer,

It is fantastic to find ourselves coming to the end of another academic year, and to be able to
look back and reflect on another successful and positive 12 months in school. This success is
a result of the tireless hard work of all staff, the fantastic engagement from students who
demonstrate our core values of ambition, respect and resilience every day, and the support
from you as families.

Successes this Year:

As the school continues to grow and thrive, it becomes harder and harder each year to pick
out specific moments of success which encapsulate just what makes our community so
fantastic. | always, however, come back to the events that involve bringing staff, students
and families together in celebration, or those achievements which link our school to the
wider network across Keighley, highlighting the importance of these connections. Highlights
include:

e Hosting our first ever community Iftar during Ramadan. This was a showcase for our
core value of respect, and it was wonderful to welcome many families, including my
own, to share food and celebrate during what we know is an important time for so
many in our community.

® Seeing Year 11 navigate through their exams with ambition and real maturity, and
then coming back for our Year 11 prom; it was a genuine joy to spend the evening
with the students as they celebrated both together and with us.

e Students in Year 9 working together to complete their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh
expedition during the hottest week of the year, showing incredible resilience.

o Only last week, celebrating both the Year 9 Carlton Edge graduation and the school
performing arts and sports showcase on consecutive days, both of which showcased
the fantastic range of talent and exceptional achievement of pupils from across the
school.

e The student council leading on several litter picks in Cliffe Castle park, showing real
community engagement and care for their local environment, alongside continuing
to raise funds for our chosen charity, Home to Home

Awards and Achievements:

We were immensely proud in May this year to be awarded Telegraph & Argus Bradford
Secondary School of the Year. This is such an amazing achievement for the school, and
fantastic recognition for the wider community of Keighley. As one member of staff
mentioned at the time, 10 years ago it would have been inconceivable for the school to even
be in consideration for such an accolade. To be part of the transformative journey the school
has been on is nothing short of remarkable, and something we should all feel unbelievably
proud of.
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This achievement is not the only transformative change we have achieved this year. Recent
reading age data shows that as a school we have had a significant impact on the levels of
literacy in school, with the average student now reading above their chronological age. This
impact will be transformative in allowing our students to communicate and navigate the
world around them, and | want to thank all students for their engagement in reading in
school and completing Bedrock homework to support this success.

| was also informed last week that this year we have the highest rates of participation of any
school in the area for sports fixtures and competitions. This is again a great reflection of the
students' resilience, their willingness to engage in sporting activities, and team spirit
students have to support each other.

Challenges & Resilience:
Each year also brings with its unique set of challenges, and as a school we are very aware of

the complex circumstances that affected the town and the community earlier this year. |
want to extend a massive thank you to our safeguarding and pastoral teams who do
incredible work in supporting all students to navigate through complex issues with care.
Most importantly | want to thank the students, who dealt with some difficult situations with
emotional maturity and compassion for each other.

Despite these challenges, the school continues to promote high attendance and is regularly
complimented by visitors for our calm, safe and purposeful learning environment and
positive behaviour culture. This does not happen by accident, and | would like to thank all
families for their support in upholding high standards in school.

Return to School for 2026-27:

School will reopen for the new academic year for all students on Wednesday 2nd
September; as in previous years, we will stagger starts for students, with Year 11 and Year 7
students starting in school from 8am for an 8:30am start, and students in Years 8-10 joining
us from 10:45am for an 11:10am start. We will write home with further details in the
summer.

As a school, saying goodbye to staff is an inevitable part of the cycle of school life. This year |
would like to say a special thank you to Sue Bishop, who retires this year after 16 years of
fantastic service to the school as a Learning Support Assistant. Sue has had an incredible
impact with so many students over the years, breaking down barriers to success and
embodying the school's mission that every pupil deserves excellence. We wish her well in
her retirement.

| am, as ever, incredibly proud to continue to be part of such a wonderful, caring and
inclusive school community. Have a relaxing and safe summer break!

Mark Turvey
Head of School
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